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ward for the use of the dry sterile rubber gloves has been that dry 
gloves are less hard on the hands and do not interefere with the sense 
of touch, while the wearing of wet gloves does both. The author of 
the article quoted shows us by actual experiment that this is not true. 1 

The author's experiments were conducted from the standpoint of the inter- 
ference of the rubber gloves with the tactile function. His conclusions were based 
on observations of some 144 blind patients, who read entirely by finger touch 
and were dependent on this method for the purpose. Each observation consisted 
in reading with the fingers thirteen lines of Braille text printed on both paper 
and brass plates, with the following results: 

1. Heading with bare fingers, average time 48 seconds. 

2. Reading with average weight, well fitting, dry gloves, 70 seconds. 

3. Reading with oil inside gloves, 68 seconds. 

4. Reading with gloves placed on wet hands, 65 seconds. 

5. Average time for reading with gloves under average conditions, 70 
seconds. 

Gloves placed on the hands wet impaired the sense of touch less than gloves 
put on dry.' 

In closing I would say that the surgical records show that with 
the introduction and use of rubber gloves there has been a marked 
decrease in mortality as well as in infection, following surgical opera- 
tions. The use of sterile rubber gloves not only safeguards the life 
of the patient, but serves as a protection to the surgeon against con- 
tamination from diseased tissues. 

'Experiments with Rubber Gloves, Carl E. Black, M.D., Journal Kansas 
Medical Society, 1916. 'The Modern Hospital, 1916. 



HOLD YOUR LIBERTY BONDS 

One who subscribes for a Liberty Bond and gets credit as a patriot for doing 
so is not acting patriotically if he immediately sells that bond, that is, unless he 
imperatively needs the money, says Secretary McAdoo. It is not the mere sub- 
scription that helps the Government, it is the actual loan; shifting the bond to 
some one else does not help. 

The same objection lies to exchanging Liberty Loan Bonds in trade. 
Merchants offering to take Liberty Loan Bonds in exchange for merchandise are 
doubtlessly actuated by patriotic motives, but such transactions tend to defeat a 
primary object of the bond sale, the encouraging of thrift and the discouraging of 
expenditures. Bonds so exchanged are in most cases immediately sold on the 
open market which tend to depress the market price and affects adversely the 
sales of future issues. 

Secretary McAdoo expressly states that there is no desire on the part of the 
Government to prevent or interfere with legitimate trading, in good faith, in 
Liberty Bonds. 

It is one of the great objects of the Treasury Department to have these bonds 
held as permanent investments by the people and paid for out of savings, thus at 
once providing funds for the Government and conserving labor and material. 



